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Dear staff, students and families,
 
Our world has drastically changed since our last edition of Messenger. And while
I am sure we have all encountered many newfound challenges in these past
weeks, I hope that you found comfort in friends, neighbours, colleagues and, of
course, in our dear Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
As a Board, we are amazed at how our administration and teaching staff have
adapted to the new endeavour of online learning. As Trustees, we are blessed to
have such innovative and creative thinkers in our Division and we appreciate all
they do for our students each and every day! I know I speak for all of our Division
when I say that we truly miss seeing the faces of all our students and families
and look forward to connecting with you all very soon. 
 
Our Board still wanted to share what we had been up to prior to the strict
guidelines set out by Alberta Health Services to curb the spread of COVID-19 and
to communicate the work we've been doing behind the scenes. So please enjoy
some pictures and stories from the Board of Trustees in this Spring edition of
Messenger! God bless and stay safe!

Message from the Board Chair
Laura Thibert
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ECSD'S NEW
SUPERINTENDENT

APPOINTED
The Board of Trustees Welcomes New Superintendent Robert Martin

Congratulations, Robert
Martin

The Board of Trustees was pleased to announce Robert Martin as the

new Superintendent of Schools and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the

Edmonton Catholic School Division effective May 1, 2020. 

 

Robert has an exemplary record with over 33 years in education as a

teacher, an Assistant Principal, Principal, Division Principal, Assistant

Superintendent and, during this past year, Acting Superintendent. He has

worked in three different school authorities: St. Paul Education Regional

Authority, Greater St. Albert Catholic Schools and Edmonton Catholic

Schools over the past 28 years. Robert also spent four years on a

secondment serving as Canadian Principal at NATO’s AFNORTH

International School in the Netherlands.

 

“Robert Martin has the leadership skills and commitment to excellence

required to take Edmonton Catholic Schools into the future,” said Laura

Thibert, Chair. “His innate ability to work collaboratively, his belief in the

permeation of Catholic education and his commitment to excellence in

serving our students and their families, made Robert Martin the right

choice for CEO."

 

Please join the Board in congratulating Robert Martin as our new

Superintendent of Edmonton Catholic Schools!

"“I am committed to lead the
Division in a way that cultivates
a culture of collaboration within
a faith-filled, safe and caring
inclusive environment."
 

- Superintendent, Robert Martin



Father Michael Mireau Youth Day
 
Edmonton Catholic Schools was proud to host Grade 8 students from our Division
and our sister Boards - St. Albert Catholic, Evergreen Catholic and Elk Island Catholic
Schools - for the fifth annual Father Michael Mireau Youth Faith Day at the Edmonton
Convention Centre on February 3.
 
Trustees sang, danced, prayed and celebrated their faith with the almost 4,200
students, who took up the call to “Serve Like a Superhero” just as Father Mike did.
 
This cherished event brings lessons of faith and hope and honours the legacy of our
former Division chaplain, Father Michael "Catfish" Mireau.
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Jean Forest Leadership
Academy Women's Day
Luncheon
 
Trustees celebrated International Women's Day
at the 15th annual Jean Forest All-Girls
Leadership Academy luncheon held on March 5.
This year's theme was "Each for Equal." Trustees
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joined members from the junior and senior high program who presented to guests on what leadership
means to them and how they bring service to life in their program. The goal of the JFLA program  is to
provide a Christ-centred learning environment which inspires young women to develop spirit,
leadership, intellect, self-discovery and service.
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Trustees Smiley and Turchanksy joined the St. Francis Xavier School community as
they held their annual 24-hour Bike-a-Thon Fundraiser on March 6-7. This year's
fundraiser was in support of the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation Dreams for
Kids Fund, the Sign of Hope Campaign and students in need at St. Francis Xavier.
 
Approximately 450 St. FX students participated in teams of 10, with the school raising
almost $100,000 in support of the three causes. Canadian track cyclist and Olympic
gold medal winner Lori-Ann Muenzer was the motivational speaker at the opening
ceremonies.
 
Trustees look forward to joining the St. FX community next year to ride for a good
cause. Way to go, Ram Fam!
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St. FX Bike-a-Thon Raises Money for Edmonton Catholic
Schools Foundation & Catholic Social Services
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Trustees Celebrate Spring Into Art & Band Share Day
 
Prior to the strict guidelines put in place by Alberta Health Services to curb the spread of COVID-19, ECSD Trustees were
able to celebrate many of our talented students at both the ECSD Spring Into Art event and Band Share Day, which
celebrate and honour the artistic creativity of our remarkable students.
 
Spring Into Art was held at St. Joseph High School on February 23 and saw the
display of almost 300 different art pieces created by students across our
Division. On  March 10, over 1,300 student performers from 30 junior and senior
high schools across Edmonton Catholic came together to celebrate ECSD's
annual Band Share Day at the world class Winspear Centre. We also welcomed
three elementary schools who came to watch performances throughout the
day.
 
The Board of Trustees thanks all of our talented artists for allowing us to share
in their work! We also want to acknowledge all the staff who have worked
tirelessly to help each student achieve their very best and made learning
through Christ come alive through their artistic endeavours. And while we
unfortunately are not able to celebrate the remainder of our planned Division
events for the year, we look forward to honouring all of our students next year!



Food Hampers for ECSD Families
 
Although classes have been cancelled, the need for nutritious food
for families remains. As a new way to serve our students, our
Division has been delivering food hampers to ECSD families in
need. These hampers are provided to families whose students
accessed our nutrition program at participating schools prior to
classes being cancelled and will be provided every two weeks
until the end of the school year. The initial hamper deliveries
happened on April 6, with 296 families receiving fruits, vegetables
and non-perishable food items. These hampers are made possible
through the use of allocated funds that would have been used to
support nutrition programming via various funding organizations -
Alberta Education Nutrition Program, Breakfast for Learning,
Breakfast Club of Canada and the Edmonton Catholic Schools
Foundation. To date, our Division has made 830 hampers for
families! With the help of over 20 selfless volunteers, we truly are
#ECSDfaithinspires. If you would like to help struggling families
during this pandemic, please visit www.ecsfoundation.ca. 

TELUS, United Way & ECS Foundation Assist Students in Accessing Tech
 
The combined efforts of the United Way, TELUS and the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation, ensured
ECSD's most vulnerable students had access to devices and internet while they navigate their newfound
online classrooms. The United Way – working with their many partners and donors - provided 421 devices
to some of our most vulnerable schools, 100 of those devices were delivered to St. Alphonsus School, a
school that is home to one of five All in for Youth programs in Edmonton, This program specifically was
developed to help socially vulnerable children achieve their best by providing a range of coordinated
supports to them and their families. TELUS also provided ECSD with 100 codes to distribute to families,
which would allow them to access the TELUS Internet for Good program, a program that, offers internet
access to students at home for a small fee of $9.95/month. Through the ECS Foundation's Helping Hands
Grant, a specified number of families, if unable to pay the $9.95/month charge for the program, would
receive assistance to facilitate this. Our Division is blessed to be the recipient of these generous donations
and incredibly thankful to all these organizations!!!

Our Division is blessed to see generosity and love everywhere we look. This year’s theme beautifully captures the heartwarming
work that happens daily as students, their family, our staff, our parishes and our communities gather together in the great
endeavor of Catholic education. It is rooted in scripture from the gospel of Matthew (5:16): “…let your light shine before others, so
that they may see your good works...”  The act of shining your light before others by sharing your gifts and talents not only serves
as an example for others, it also gives glory to God. During a time where the generosity of others has been so evident, our Board
wanted to recognize those who have generously shined their light in our school communities through acts of loving service. 
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What do you like most about being a Trustee?     
At a personal level, it is the relationships with amazing students,
parents/guardians, educators, members of the educational team,
administrators, Trustees and all who support the education and
formation of youth. At a governance level, it is the opportunity to
support student learning and well-being, shaping an organization that
will have a significant positive impact on our students, community,
province and global village for years to come.

 
What are three things you like to do in your spare time?
Time with family is precious, as is time to read/learn/exercise and
time to think/write.

 

What’s your favourite bible quote?
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John 15:12: "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you."

 
What was your favourite subject when you were in school?
My favourite subjects were history/economics.

 
What is your best memory of being a Trustee so far?      
ECSD Trustees (as a full Board) have visited every school in the Division. This was an uplifting, inspiring and important learning
experience, meeting our students, staff and educators and seeing the amazing work going on in our schools.

 
What personal qualities do you possess that make you a good Trustee?        
Respect and appreciation for all; zest and capacity for lifelong learning; pursuit of excellence in all things. Excellence in our time is
our tribute to those who have walked this path before us and it is our gift to those yet to come.

 
What would you like to hear God say to you when he meets you in Heaven?     
This is beyond words, as is God beyond gender. “Ephphatha.”

 
What was your motivation to become a Catholic school Trustee?     
It’s all about the students; supporting their education and formation; supporting the organization and people who prepare students
to reach their potential and aspire to realize their transcendent destiny.

 
What is one thing you hope to accomplish as a Trustee?     
To support Division leadership and all team members in efforts to build and sustain a learning organization and culture of
excellence that provides learning pathways for all students to strive to reach their full potential and realize their transcendent
destiny, serving God through service to one another.
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What do you like most about being a Trustee?     
My passion is for Catholic education. I truly love serving the
Catholic community.

 
What are three things you like to do in your spare time?
In my spare time I enjoy entertaining guests for dinner in my home,
skating and shopping!
 

What’s your favourite bible quote?
The “Golden Rule” of Leviticus 19:18 was quoted by Jesus of
Nazareth (Matthew 7–12) and described by him as the second treat
commandment. “Do unto others as you would have them do unto
you.”
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What was your favourite subject when you were in school?
My favourite subject was mathematics.

 
What is your best memory of being a Trustee so far?      
Meeting a mom years after I was able to help her and her children on their educational journey and her telling me how
grateful they were for my service.

 
What personal qualities do you possess that make you a good Trustee?        
I am always readily available and willing to help people. I am responsive, a great communicator, aware of current issues
affecting Catholic education and I am very active in my community.

 
What would you like to hear God say to you when he meets you in Heaven?     
Welcome, I have a place for you!!!

 
What was your motivation to become a Catholic school Trustee?     
I was very active in my children’s school and wanted to expand my role.

 
What is one thing you hope to accomplish as a Trustee?     
Making sure all who seek my assistance are given my best energy ALWAYS.
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What do you like most about being a Trustee?     
As a former educator, I really enjoy visiting our schools and attending
the masses, celebrations, concerts and events. It is great to witness
the hard work of all our staff and the success of our students. I want
them to know that I appreciate the wonderful work they do every day. I
enjoy meeting many wonderful people and developing positive
relationships with all our stakeholders, while advocating and
promoting Catholic education in Alberta.

 
What are three things you like to do in your spare time?
I like to entertain and spend time with my family and friends.  I also
enjoy travelling, walking, cooking and reading.

 

What’s your favourite bible quote?
This is a difficult question as I have a few that are my favourite. One of
my favourites is definitely John 15: 12-14: "This is my commandment,
that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends." And although this is 
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 not a bible quote, I do like to live my life as St. Therese of Lisieux once said: 
 “Do small things with great love.” 

 
What was your favourite subject when you were in school?
My favourite subjects when I was a student were english, social studies, home economics and music.  I like learning about our
history and different places. And I love to sing and cook. As a teacher, I taught Grades 2-8 and a variety of subjects which I truly
enjoyed.

 
What is your best memory of being a Trustee so far?      
The best memories that I have so far have been our Trustee school visits. I have enjoyed seeing staff and students at work and
letting them know that they are greatly appreciated.  The visits helped me see the wonderful, innovative programs that Edmonton
Catholic Schools has in action and how we try to meet the needs of all students so they can be successful.

 
What personal qualities do you possess that make you a good Trustee?        
I am a hardworking, empathetic person with a positive attitude and I really care about people. I like meeting people and building
strong relationships with our stakeholders. I enjoy working cooperatively with the admin team to build a strong academic and faith-
based education in Alberta.

 
What would you like to hear God say to you when he meets you in Heaven?     
Thank you good and faithful servant for loving, caring and helping so many people in your lifetime.  Thank you for letting the light
of Christ shine for others to see.

 
What was your motivation to become a Catholic school Trustee?     
My motivation was that as a teacher, school counsellor and religious consultant for 27 years and I felt that Catholic education in
Alberta was being threatened. I felt that I had to step up to promote and be a strong advocate for Catholic education. It is important
for parents, schools and parishes to work together to give our students the best faith-based education that they can receive. I feel
we are called to pass on the gift of faith and spread the good news to our students.

 
What is one thing you hope to accomplish as a Trustee?     
I hope that by working cooperatively as a Board with administration and staff that we allow the public to see that publicly funded
Catholic education in Alberta is an important choice for our parents. I want to build strong relationships and develop a good
rapport with our stakeholders.  I want to foster an inclusive, safe and caring education system that supports personal and
academic success for all of our students. Page 8
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Reconciliation Week

 

June 1-5
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C O N T A C T  Y O U R  T R U S T E E

Ward 71 - Terry Harris
C: 780 937-8268 
E: terence.harris@ecsd.net
 
Ward 72 - Sandra Palazzo, Vice-Chair
P: 780 965-6083 
E: sandra.palazzo@ecsd.net
 
Ward 73 - Carla Smiley
P: 587 408-3589
E: carla.smiley@ecsd.net
 
Ward 74 - Debbie Engel
P: 780 970-7160
E: debbie.engel@ecsd.net
 
Ward 75 - Alene Mutala
C: 780 242-5926 
E: alene.mutala@ecsd.net
 
Ward 76 - Lisa Turchansky
C: 780 903-2033
E: lisa.turchansky@ecsd.net
 
Ward 77 - Laura Thibert, Chair
P: 780 231-6312
E: laura.thibert@ecsd.net
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Meeting
Dates

 
May 26, 2020
June 23, 2020

 
The general public can livestream all
ECSD public Board meetings on our

YouTube channel. 
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Catholic Education Week

 

May 18-22
 


